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Councillors who are constantly engaged in conspiracy
against the Chief, but am on the contrary content to
serve him. But it is exactly because I have no aspira-
tions that I can say, ' Je rrienfiche! Auf Wiedersehen
in Berlin in October.

" "With best greetings, &c."

The visit here referred to was postponed till the 3rd
of November, when I called upon Bucher at his lodgings,
No. 39 Lutzowstrasse. I made the following notes at
the time of what I considered the interesting parts of
our conversation. (....) Bucher further remarked
.... that the Imperial Chancellor now appears to have
also seen through Delbriick. He now takes into his
own hands much that was formerly left to him. In
the same way the Chief has for some time past taken
Keudell's measure. In his departmental connection with
press affairs, Keudell had left a deficit not of 18,000
thalers as he had formerly told me, but of SOjOOO,1
through the payment of remuneration and pensions to
writers of all sorts, in some cases without the knowledge,
and in one instance (Bucher mentioned an Englishman
named------, as the person in question), against the ex-
press instructions of the Prince. This deficit is now
being made good by the suspension of similar subsidies
for a period of two years. He was not much of a success
in Rome either. He had together with Lonyay, the
Austro-Hungarian envoy in Rome, started the project of
a visit to be paid by the Emperor William to the Italian
Court, by announcing that Francis Joseph intended to
visit Victor Emmanuel. Bucher added : " Both gentle-
men hoped in this way to obtain the rank of Ambassador.

1 I should not bo disposed to take the responsibility for this 80,000
without good evidence in support of the statement.